Environment -how you feel about and think of your home and your community Families -feeling loved and cared for as part of your family Communities -feeling a part of, and getting involved in what goes on in your community Jay: "Turn to Part 1 of your questionnaire" [page 5] Jay: "Why do we need a Strategy for children and young people?"
Children and young people make up about 20% of England"s population, and each and every one of you is important as an individual.
It is important that we think about the services that you need to help you while you develop, and we are committed to listening to what you have to say about those services.
While there are lots of services for children and young people at the moment, they don"t always work as well as they could do. This could be because the services are not the right type for you, aren"t in the right place, or aren"t there to help at the time when you need them most.
For example, statistics tell us that some young men feel uncomfortable using health service because they don"t like talking to female staff about their personal problems.
This shows how important it is to try to design services around the needs of young people -in this case, young men. Research has shown that services are more likely to be effective if they consider what the people who use the service think.
But this is only one example about young men and the health service. What about all the other different people and all the other different services? Services can often be poorly carried out and don"t do as much as they could to listen to, and help, children and young people.
Every year the Government spends over £35 billion on thousands of different services for children and young people. Each of these services is designed to help children and young people at a particular stage of their lives. We need to make sure that you"re getting the best services out of this money.
Jay: "Turn to Part 2 of your questionnaire" [page 6 & 7] OUR VISION is to make it possible for all young people to have all of these things:
The chance to grow up in a place where you are happy, with people who love and care for you. The chance and the support to do the best that you possibly can in all parts of your lives. The chance to have a say in your local community and to make a difference. For example, you might want to suggest that a youth club is set up or that your local park is changed to make it better. Adults should help children and young people to speak out. Services that will help you and your families. The people who provide these services (doctors, teachers, police officers, social workers, nurses and others) must all talk to each other and listen to children and young people so that you have the best possible services. Support while you grow up and make decisions about your relationships, your education and your future. The chance to live in a community where there are all sorts of different people from different races and different backgrounds, with different experiences. The chance to live in a place where you are safe from harm, safe from bullying and safe from crime. An end to being disadvantaged, unhappy or feeling left out. The chance to take part in activities like sport, music, art and drama and to enjoy yourself.
Jay: "Turn to Part 3 of your questionnaire"
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Ali: "How can we tell if what we are doing, our services, are working?"
In the past Government has often failed to judge how well services are actually working for young people and instead have only looked at how much money is going into them.
We need to judge whether things are getting better for children and young people by how much actually changes in their lives as a result of these services.
We want to do this by looking at real life changes -at what comes out as well as what is put into services. We want to make sure that services are working and to make sure, for example, that you are doing better at school as a result of the education service improving, or that you have safer and cleaner places to go with your friends as a result of leisure services improving.
We can measure your success through exams at school, but it isn"t so easy to measure how well we are doing in areas like health, crime and racial abuse. For this reason, we have made three central themes for our plan: 1) Reducing the number of you who are from disadvantaged families, and reducing the number of you who feel that you don"t fit in with others in your schools, communities or families. 2) Supporting you as you grow up and develop. We need to help you most at times when your lives are changing. For example, when you"re changing school, moving home, or if your family breaks up. 3) Making sure that you don"t feel less important than anyone else because of the way you look, your race, your sex, your disability or your age.
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We want to measure your health and happiness, whether you are enjoying yourself and making achievements in your lives, and whether you take part as young citizens in your communities. We want you to be safe from crime and in a position where you feel safe, included and responsible.
Jay: "But how can we actually measure these things?" When you have finished, you can put it in the envelope we"ve given you, and post it back to us. Kit will tell you when to do the next activity.
Kit: "I"ll tell you when to go to your Activity Book. The activity book is part of what we call a consultation exercise. Some of you might prefer to fill out the written parts, others to do the drawing and games. You might even want to do both!" Jay: "This is Jay. He will help to explain some words for you. You can also look some of these words up in the word buster on page 10. Words that are in word buster will be in bold writing like this in this booklet."
Ali, Kash & C-PU. Kit and Jay will also be helped by Ali, Kash and C-PU. C-PU"s name stands for the Children and Young People"s Unit. The Children and Young People"s Unit has a job of making things better for all services for children and young people.
[ Ali: "Children and young people are important. We need a plan to make growing up a happy time for all children and young people."
Kit: "The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a plan to make all children and young people in the world as happy as possible."
The Government spends a lot of money on services for children and young people. We want to make sure that these services help you, and the people who care for you.
Kit: "But sometimes, these services don"t help us much as they should. We want to change this with our new plan. We want to know what you think of our plan for making things better."
Kit: "Turn to Part 1 of your activity book" [page 6 & 7] OUR DREAM is to make it possible for you and your friends to have all of these things:
The chance to grow up in a place where you are happy, with people who love and care for you. The chance and the support to do the best that you possibly can in all parts of your lives.
The chance to have a say in your local community and to make a difference. For example, you might want to suggest that a youth club is set up or that your local park is changed to make it better. Adults should help children and young people to speak out. Services that will help you and your families. The people who run these services (doctors, teachers, police officers, social workers, nurses and others) must all talk to each other and listen to children and young people so that you have the best possible services. Help as you grow up and help to make decisions about your relationships, your education and your future. The chance to live in a community where there are all sorts of different people from different races and different backgrounds and with different experiences. The chance to live in a place where you are safe from harm, safe from bullying and safe from crime. An end to being disadvantaged, unhappy or feeling left out. The chance to take part in activities like sport, music, art and drama and to enjoy yourself.
Kit: "Turn to Part 2 in your activity book."
Kash: "How can we tell how well our plans and actions are working?"
Kit: "How will we measure how well our plan is working?"
Ali: " How will we see if things are getting better for children and young people?"
We think that we should judge how good your services are by hoe much changes and gets better for YOU. We want to see REAL changes in YOUR lives. These are the real things that we think are important.
The Government have often looked at how much money they"re putting into services, but haven"t always paid as much attention to what difference that money makes.
We want to make sure that services are working and to make sure, for example, that you are doing better at school because you have fewer children in class, and teachers who help you.
[ Then all you have to do is fill in your activity book and pop it in the post using the envelopes we"ve given you -you won"t even need a stamp. We will take your answers seriously and they will help to make the future plans for all children and young people in England.
We really want to hear your views and opinions. Below are ways in which you can contact us and be involved in talking about the contents of this booklet.
Hotline -if you have any questions, you can contact Helen at the Children and Young People"s Unit on 020 7273 5806 for some help. (Please ask permission from the person who pays the phone bill if you"re not using your phone. If you like, we can call you back). Email -if you have any questions, or would like another copy of this booklet, you can email Helen at new.strategy@cypu.gsi.gov.uk You can also check out our website www.cypu.gov.uk (if you like using the internet please ask your parent, carer or teacher first). Letter -you can also write to Helen at the Children and Young People"s Unit using the envelope we"ve given you.
Children and Young People's Unit, Caxton House, Tothill Street, London, SW1H 9NA
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Thank you for reading this document. We hope you"ll fill in the activity book and enjoy making a big difference for other children and young people.
If you think you would like to read the other version of this booklet that is aimed at older young people, you can also contact Helen at the Children and Young People"s Unit by phone, email or post. The Children and Young People"s Unit is also running lots of small groups across England to talk to lots of different children and young people about this plan. If you"d like to come along to one of these and have your say with other children and young people, do contact Helen. This document is also available in Braille format for children with visual impairments. If you would like a copy of this document in Braille, contact the Children and Young People"s Unit.
We"d like to say thank you to everyone that helped with making this booklet. Special thanks go to:
Adam, Adrian, Aloha, Ash, Becky, Dean, Davinia, Graham, Jack, Liam and Robert.
Steve, Neil, Joe and Elvis, and particularly to Nina O"Farrell.
THANK YOU!
